
Report to: Cabinet, 14th June 2016

Report of: Councillor Jabba Riaz, Cabinet Member for Clean, Green and Leisure 
Services

Subject: BALLOON AND SKY LANTERN RELEASE POLICY

1. Recommendation

1.1 That Cabinet adopt the attached balloon and sky lantern release policy.

2. Background

2.1 Outdoor balloon and sky lantern releases have become a traditional and common 
event at summer fairs, fundraising events, opening of new stores, or part of 
commemorative occasions.  It is less well known what happens to the balloons once 
they are released and the potentially harmful consequences for wildlife and property 
that can occur as a result of this form of celebration.

2.2 When balloons and sky lanterns are released, they don’t just disappear.  They return 
to the ground, littering the environment. Balloons and sky lanterns (sometimes 
known as Chinese lanterns) are particularly dangerous pieces of litter as they can be 
mistaken for food or accidently ingested by many species of wildlife or farm animals.  
Once eaten, they can block digestive systems and cause animals to starve.  If the 
metal on the lantern is still hot, it can burn animals and / or start fires, especially 
during the summer months.  Animals can also become entangled and trapped by 
parts of lanterns and balloon strings.

2.3 Many other Local Authorities have recognised the environmental damage caused and 
adopted policies that prohibit the release of balloons and lanterns from their land and 
discourage the practice in general. For the avoidance of doubt, the term “balloons” 
within this report and the attached policy does not include piloted hot air balloons. 

3. Preferred Option 

3.1 That Cabinet adopt the Balloon and Sky lantern release policy included in Appendix 
1.

4. Alternative Options Considered

4.1 There is no requirement for the Council to adopt a policy on this matter.  However, 
doing so gives clarity to event organisers and the public on how the Council views 
releases and how it will respond to them.

5. Implications

5.1 Financial and Budgetary Implications



The additional administrative cost of implementing the policy is de minimus and will 
be met within existing resources. The cost of any enforcement action will be 
dependent on the number and circumstances of any cases that arise.  This is difficult 
to predict although the publication of the policy, and promotion through existing 
communication channels, aims to reduce this to a minimal number.

5.2 Legal and Governance Implications
Littering is an offence under the Environmental Protection Act 1990 and the Clean 
Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005.

5.3 Risk Implications
No implications arise from the content of this report.

5.4 Corporate/Policy Implications
Adoption of the policy will require that it is included within the terms and conditions 
for all bookings and use of Council land and buildings.

5.5 Equality Implications
No implications are associated with the content of this report.

5.6 Human Resources Implications
No implications are associated with the content of this report.

5.7 Health and Safety Implications
This policy will reduce the risk to public health and safety posed by uncontrolled 
release of sky lanterns
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